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Welcome

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members

It is with great pleasure that I present the 2018 Annual School Report to Yale Primary School community. This 
Annual report is a summary of the school’s key achievements over the course of the school year of 2018.

In 2018 Yale Primary School participated in a school review conducted by Mr Jim Bell Director, Public School 
Review and Mr Dale Mackesey Principal, Mount Hawthorn Primary School. The school review found that Yale 
Primary School demonstrated effective practice in creating the conditions for student success. All Western 
Australian Schools are reviewed every three years by the Department of Education Public School Accountability 
directorate, and Yale’s next review will be held in 2021.

At Yale Primary School our vision for the students is to seek and develop the whole student and give equal access 
to a range of learning opportunities enabling every student to experience success. We are always guided by our 
core values of respect, responsibility, caring for others and doing our best to excel. Staff and community members 
aim for all students to be empowered to set and reach their goals through actively engaging in the pursuit of 
knowledge and committing to achieving their potential now and in the future.

Existing and New Initiatives at Yale Primary School
 • Smith Family Learning Club
 • School Chaplaincy
 • Waste Wise (run by Ms Catherine Donaldson)
 • Talk for Writing was embedded in the classrooms
 • The EDvance program for school leaders entered our third and final year.
 • Synthetic Phonics approach/Soundwaves
 • In 2018 Yale Primary School achieved IPS status (Independent Public School)
 • End of Year Concert
Some Annual Highlights
 • NAIDOC week Activities
 • Interschool Carnivals in both Summer and Winter, soccer, football, netball, hockey, cricket,  
  the Cross Country Faction Carnival and Interschool Athletics
 • The Parent Open Night
 • The P&C Discos
 • ANZAC Assembly
 • Classroom Assemblies
 • Literacy and Numeracy Week
 • Book Week
 • Edu Dance Concert
 • Year 6 Graduation ceremony was held at Yale Primary School and a Graduation Dance  
  was held for the first time
 • Year 6 Camp at Woodman Point
 • Positive Behaviour in Schools Program
 • Prodigy (Computer based learning)
 • The Breakfast Program
 • Rewards Room
Last year we enjoyed an unmatched level of support from the P&C and School Council as we worked together 
on our IPS submission, end of year concert, fund raising and our open night, to mention just a few. As a result 
the relationship between the school and the community strengthened, which greatly benefited our students and 
families.

As a school we look forward to continuing to strengthen the relationship between the school and community, 
working together to obtain the best possible outcomes for your child.

Glen Read - Principal
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English
In 2018 we continued to utilise an explicit teaching framework which ensured all 
students were actively engaging in literacy lessons and teachers differentiated 
their teaching to cater for all individual needs.  On reflection of our NAPLAN data, it 
was decided that we would begin to use an evidence based program called Talk 4 
Writing to improve writing results across the school.  We worked closely with experts 
from the Dyslexia Speld Foundation to upskill staff in the Talk 4 Writing program and 
created a two year rolling plan across the school that will see teachers teaching and 
planning collaboratively to achieve our goals.

Synthetic phonics remains embedded across all learning areas using the 
Soundwaves program. This is an area that we are continually exploring with plans 
to update our skills in 2019 by undertaking professional learning in this area.  
Our Letters and Sounds program continued with two specially trained Education 
Assistants supporting our Early Years and ESL students to move through the phases 
to become proficient readers.

Reading books were purchased across the school from Kindergarten to Year 6 for 
students to use as take home readers.  We have started to research effective home 
reading programs that can be implemented across the school to encourage students 
and parents to engage in reading, this will be continued into 2019 when it will be 
implemented across the school.

 

We worked closely with experts from the Dyslexia Speld Foundation to upskill staff in 
the Talk 4 Writing program and created a two year rolling plan across the school that 
will see teachers teaching and planning collaboratively to achieve our goals.



Science
Students at Yale are enthusiastic about science classes and demonstrate this by engaging and recording their class 
work in a clear and accurate way and by visiting the Science Room during break times. Ms Donaldson uses science 
Investigations as a strategy for the Science programme. However, to offer students additional support Ms Donaldson 
also introduces students to Science spelling and vocabulary for each year level.

Students demonstrate their understanding of tasks and knowledge in a number of ways such as story maps, recounts, 
diagrams, picture boards, power point, tables graphs and aurally.

WA curriculum, SCSA1, also support student’s engagement with ideas. During 2018 as part of a group of primary 
science specialist, START2, Ms Donaldson has been developing a system to more fully assess our students’ 
investigative skills, understanding and knowledge in a classroom activities scenario.

The Science Programme is also affiliated with the following to support students learning

 • REMIDA
 • STAWA 
 • As a school we strive to ensure students have an opportunity to participate in the Science Talent Search  
  each year. 

Waste Wise
The programme needed “muscle” in 2018 so the Year 5 students in Ms Baker’s class continue the tradition of 
collecting recyclable paper bins from all school areas weekly and put in the recycling skips. This was overseen by Ms 
Donaldson during a DOTT and the requirements of identifying paper products and procedures for allocation taught 
in Science classes. This was done in concert with Ms Baker and Ms Donaldson as an ongoing teaching topic in both 
classrooms. 

The fruit collection from C Block and A block continues in 2019 for worm feeding and continues to includes the scraps 
from the Canteen. The canteen collection has now been included in the year 5 waste paper collection to help continue 
the worm programme. We have added coloured sorting bins for easier access to compost and worm food and being 
aware of what we bring to school and what is thrown away.

There are now three worm areas. One behind the canteen to collect worm water, and the other two are in the Pre-
Primary fruit tree area to help support tree growth and in the to be renewed, science garden near the games room. 
Year 5 collectors are now also more engaged with the worm programme.

Yale continues to collect used batteries and dental packaging to send to TerraCycle located at the Gosnells Council 
Depot and Landcare. 

Year 6 students continue to participate as part of the Sustainability curriculum and   in aiding the regeneration of 
Aylesford Reserve, an class ‘A’ class Reserve, located to the NE of the school. This programme complements the 
sustainability area of the Curriculum for year 6. Students begin a transect study throughout the year to note changes 
to condition of plant and animal/bird activity over the time.

Term 3 had Landcare providing seedlings needed to for the regeneration of the Reserve Students participate during 
science class times.  Friends of Aylesford activates at this time, during lunch times, as students with Ms Donaldson 
ensure seedlings are watered and surviving.

1. School Curriculum and Standards Authority

2. Science Teaching, Assessing and Recording Tracker for SIS
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Yale Primary School is heavily 
invested in improving the outcomes 
of all students in Mathematics 
and staff work consistently and 
collaboratively to help students 
achieve conceptual understanding in 
all maths proficiencies.  



Mathematics
In 2018, the Staff at Yale Primary school began implementing a whole school approach to Mathematics using 
the Primary Maths program, created by Cambridge Education. The program is directly linked to the Australian 
Curriculum and provides a series of mathematics activities that encourage students to think about situations and 
problems, talk to others about their ideas and develop their own strategies as confident learners.

Primary Maths is based on the philosophy that students learn mathematical skills and concepts in everyday life as 
they interact with their environment and the people around them. 

Staff have found the Primary Maths program to be relevant and the modern resources that are provided with the 
program are both student and teacher friendly. The activities completed in Primary Maths have been engaging 
and are making mathematics an enjoyable experience for students. It also allows our teachers to be creative in 
delivering maths content to their students, with opportunities for differentiating the curriculum.  

In addition to the Primary Maths program, there is a whole school focus on fluency in number, the retention of 
basic facts knowledge and mental arithmetic strategies.
Staff will continue to monitor the effectiveness of all programs and will analyse the outcomes and data of whole 
school and individual standardised assessments in Maths. 

Yale Primary School is heavily invested in improving the outcomes of all students in Mathematics and staff work 
consistently and collaboratively to help students achieve conceptual understanding in all maths proficiencies.  
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at Yale in 2018 was enhanced with 
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for specialist coaching in Lacrosse, 
Tennis and Gymnastics.



Physical Education
Physical Education at Yale during 2018 continued to improve the health and wellbeing of all students, with a focus on 
celebrating community links and involvement with the school.

Successful school based athletics and cross country carnivals involved all students, and feedback from parents was 
extremely positive.  Yale participated in Interschool Summer, Winter, Cross Country and Athletics carnivals with major 
placings in every discipline, indicating the competence and confidence of all students representing the school.

Yale continues to provide effective leadership of the Southern River Sports Association (SRSA), initiating the inception 
of Volleyball as a discipline at the Summer Interschool Carnival.  This will provide even more terrific opportunities for 
hundreds of students across the district to participate in a safe and challenging sport.

In an exciting development the school held its inaugural Open Night and Physical Education had an ideal opportunity 
to reach out to hundreds of parents, advertising our links to community sport representatives (Soccer, Hockey, and 
Lacrosse), local specialist Senior High School sport programs, former student representatives and even an impromptu 
touch rugby match.

Community links were further consolidated with former student Mr Onek addressing the year five and six students as 
a guest speaker, and presenting the Physical Education Award at the end of year concert night.  Mr Onek announced 
he has commenced his bachelor’s degree in Physical Education teaching.  This was a great success story for a 
former student whom arrived at Yale from a war stricken South Sudan almost ten years ago.

The Physical Education program at Yale in 2018 was enhanced with successful funding applications for specialist 
coaching in Lacrosse, Tennis and Gymnastics.  Feedback received from the students, parents and teachers about 
these courses was outstanding.
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Positive Behaviour Program
At Yale, we place a high expectation on behaving appropriately. Students are 
consistently encouraged to interact with those around them in a respectful, 
responsible and caring manner as well as always trying their very best at all times. 

Through positive reinforcement, modelling and explicit teaching, our students are 
encouraged to consider the choices they are making before acting and then to 
reflect on their choice and the impact on themselves and others. 

We believe that all children have the right to learn in a safe, caring and engaging 
environment. There are effective techniques and policies in place to manage any 
challenging behaviour that may occur and our staff work alongside students, parents 
and the wider communities to ensure a harmonious environment is created for 
students to thrive within.

In 2017 medals were introduced to reward students who are consistently 
demonstrating our Yale ‘Bee’ values. This has continued into 2018 which saw over 
40 students receive bronze, 6 receive silver and we were proud to hand out our 
very first gold medal to a worthy Year 6 student. Alongside individual medals Yale 
students that constantly exhibit school values were treated to a special reward 
incursion, students were excited to attend our inflatable waterslide reward at the end 
of 2018. It was a fantastic way to end a great year. 

 

LEFT
Some of our 2018 
Medal Winners                                                     

RIGHT
PBS reward activity
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Aboriginal Education
In 2018 Yale Primary School employed Mrs Elaine Hayden as an Aboriginal Islander Education Officer to support 
students in the classroom and at home. Mrs Hayden’s role includes supporting students in the classroom to improve 
their literacy and numeracy skills. Mrs Hayden is also employed as an attendance officer to support students improve 
their overall attendance at school. 

NAIDOC week in 2018 was held in June at Yale Primary School.  We were able to obtain PALS funding of a $1000 
through Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries.  With this funding we invited the acclaimed 
Aboriginal dancers, didgeridoo players, actors and poets to perform for our students.  Olman Wally entertained the 
school with his amazing talents on the didgeridoo and great story telling which kept the students full attention as they 
were in awe of Olman’s abilities.

During 2018 Yale Staff participated in the Aboriginal Standards Frame professional learning conducted by the 
department of education staff. The training was informative and enlightening and assists the staff at Yale to better 
meet the needs of our Aboriginal students. 

Chaplaincy
At Yale Primary School Bev Pabedinskas has been the Chaplain for eighteen years, and joined Yale Primary School 
back in 2000 and has given devoted service to the school for many, many years. Some of the programs that Bev has 
been involved in or running as follows:

 • Breakfast Club
 • Smith Family Scholarships 
 • CVE timetabling
 • Seasons for Growth
 • Ed-Connect mentors
 • Parent morning teas after assemblies
 • Self-esteem program

Breakfast club operates two mornings each week providing breakfast, recess and lunch to many students.  Ed-
Connect mentors are involved with classes, individual students and also run a sewing and knitting club during 
lunchtime.

Seasons for Growth is a grief support program for students going through difficulties. The Buz programs at Year 1, 3 
and 5 work on self-esteem, feelings intelligence, anger management, conflict resolution and bully-proofing.  

Harmony Day activities were organised and students had the opportunity to dress in National costume, an activity that 
was whole heartedly supported by the parents, staff, students and community. Harmony day messages were placed 
on the fence on the bottom oval and left there for the day to show the school’s support for Harmony Day.

Bev also participated in the following special projects; 

 • liaising with St Andrews Anglican Church and the Kingdom City Church to provide stationery packs and  
  subsidised school events to support our disadvantaged students and their families.

 • Christmas shoeboxes for overseas needy children to gladden the hearts of those less fortunate than our  
  students, and it is great to see our students really getting behind this little project.

 • Beverly also participated as a member of the School Council providing advice and making decisions about  
  school policy.

As the Yale school chaplain Bev’s door is always open to students, parents and staff who would like to talk about 
their concerns. Bev finds time to listen to students and encourage them in finding strategies to cope with the various 
challenges in their lives. 



Curriculum and Assessment NAPLAN Year 3
Percentage of Students Above, At and Below National Standards.

Interpreting the Data
The numbers of students who sat the selected tests and were awarded a score are provided in the first of the two 
tables. Care must be taken when interpreting the percentage data if the school has a small number of students 
tested. In these schools the percentages of students in each of the proficiency bands can vary markedly from one 
year to the next.

The percentage table provides a sense of relative performance by allowing comparison of the school’s distribution 
of students within proficiency bands for a selected test area (Numeracy, Reading, Writing, Spelling or Punctuation 
& Grammar) and Year level (3, 5, 7 or 9), with that of the State and the school’s like-school group. 

Proficiency Bands

Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing levels 
of skills and understandings.

Results from Year 3 are reported across the range of Band 1 to Band 6, with Band 2 representing the national 
minimum standard for this year level. 

Results from Year 5 are reported across the range of Band 3 to Band 8, with Band 4 representing the national 
minimum standard for this year level.

Number of Students Tested in Year 3

Number of Students Tested in Year 5
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Curriculum and Assessment NAPLAN Year 5
Percentage of Students Above, At and Below National Standards.
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Noteworthy in 2018 is the improvement in Spelling and Grammar and Punctuation. In 2018 Spelling results for 
Years 3 and 5 were above like schools and Spelling in Year 5 was one standard deviation above the norm, a great 
result. Grammar and Punctuation in Year 5 were also above like schools.



NAPLAN Comparative Performance Year 3

NAPLAN Comparative Performance Year 5



Attendance Overall
Yale Primary School attendance rate figures indicated that students attended close to the State average for 
public schools. Parents were encouraged to maximise the children’s attendance to give them every chance of 
succeeding. Children are rewarded for their regular attendance and staff work closely with families of children with 
low attendance.

Primary attendance rates
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Financial Summary



Our Vision
Develop the whole student enabling them to 
experience success in a range of learning 
activities guided by our core values of respect, 
responsibility, caring for others and being our 
best.

Our Aspiration
To increase the academic performance of the 
Year 3 and 5 stable cohort to be above like 
schools in numeracy and literacy.
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